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Publications: 
 
Kurban, H., Otabor, C., Cole-Smith, B., and Gautam, G. S. (2022). Gentrification and 
Opportunity Zones, Cityscape, 24(1), 149-186. 
 

This study explores the role of gentrification in the selection of OZ census tracts, as well as the potential 
impact of OZ on gentrification in 100 most populous urban areas in the U.S. (100 CBSAs) and DC. It analyzes the 
role of gentrification in the selection of OZ census tracts in 100 CBSAs. Next, we test whether gentrification has 
differential impacts on economic activity in OZ and non-OZ neighborhoods in 100 most populous metropolitan areas. 
If so, we then use DC as a case study to analyze the impact of gentrification on migration in DC and predict the impact 
of economic activity in OZ eligible neighborhoods. We construct an education-based gentrification measure to analyze 
the relationship between OZs and gentrification in CBSAs. Our descriptive analysis of the 100 most populous urban 
areas in the U.S. (100 CBSAs) indicates that, although it appears that gentrified census tracts were not favored to 
receive OZ designation, the statistical relationships between gentrification and business and residential vacancy rates 
are stronger in OZ designated tracts. In DC, we find that gentrification has been spreading to more neighborhoods in 
OZ eligible neighborhoods. Using administrative data from the DC government, we find that in-migration rates of 
higher income residents are significantly higher compared to their out-migration rates. We examine OZ eligible census 
tracts to understand the expected destination of new investment, measured as the number of permits, and find that 
census tracts with positive net migration and lower business vacancy rates are likely to receive increased financing.  

 
Research Papers: 
National shocks, neighborhood effects: Heterogenous impact of the China Trade Shock at the 
census tract level (Job Market Paper) 
 
China Import Penetration and U.S. Labor-Market Adjustments w/ Nyanya Browne, Patrick 
Mason, and William Spriggs 


